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Pride in the Archives

On June 28, 1969, the Stonewall Riots began following a police raid on the Stonewall Inn,
one of New York City's best known LGBTQ clubs. Forty-seven years later, the site was

declared a National Monument by Presidential Proclamation. The nomination for its status

as a National Monument is in the National Archives Catalog.
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Aview of Stonewall Inn Historic Site 1999. National Register of Historic Places Registration,

National Archives Identifier 75319963

The month of June was chosen to honor the LGBT+ community because of the Stonewall

Riots, which are viewed as the beginning of the modern-day LGBT+ rights movement.
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The White House is lit with the colors of the rainbow in celebration of the Supreme Court ruling on

same-sex marriage, June 26, 2015. National Archives Identifier 176549838

Records at the National Archives constitute a rich documentary history of the experience
of LGBT+ individuals. Here are a few examples of records from the National Archives

Catalog documenting such experiences:

Baker v. Nelson

The earliest same-sex marriage case to be reviewed by the Supreme Court was Baker v.
Nelson in 1972. On May 18, 1970, University of Minnesota students Richard Baker and
James Michael McConnell applied for a marriage license in Minneapolis. The District Court
Clerk of Hennepin County, Gerald Nelson, denied the couple’s application because they
were both men. In response, Baker and McConnell sued the county office for
discrimination, but the court dismissed the couple’s claims and ordered the clerk not to

issue the license.
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Supreme Conrt of Minnesaks

St Panl, Minn Supreme Court of the Tnited States

January 12, 1972 No. 71-1027  ;Oeiber-Fernn19=

Richard John Baker, et al.,

Appellants,

Gerald R, Nelson

APPEAL from the Supreme Court of the State of
Minnesota.
THIS CAUSE having been submitted on the statement of

Jjurisdiction and motion to dismiss,

el . ON CONSIDERATION WHEREOF, it is ordered by this Court
pondent is represented by
ey

that the appesl herein be, and it is hereby, dismissed for

n

ty Hall the want of a substancial federal question.
e any questions, please write or

-1-612-221-2581.

Sincerely, October 10, 1972

cc: Lynn Castner
erald Nelson, Clerk of District Court

Records of the Supreme Court of the United States, Baker V. Nelson, #71-1027. National Archives
Identifier 26318353

After their appeal was dismissed by the Minnesota Supreme Court, Baker and McConnell
filed an appeal to the Supreme Court of the United States, where it was also dismissed “for
want of a substantial federal question,” meaning the Court decided the issue did not
directly relate to Federal laws. Although Baker and McConnell’s case was never technically
heard by the Supreme Court, its dismissal set a lasting precedent against same-sex
marriage, culminating in the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) in 1996.

Gay Students Organization of the University of New Hampshire, et al. vs.
Thomas N. Bonner, et al.

This file unit consists of documents
comprising U.S. District Court for the

District of New Hampshire civil action
case number 73-279. Filed in 1973, this is

one of the earliest cases involving gay and
lesbian civil rights. In their complaint, the
plaintiffs stated that the defendants had
denied their constitutional rights,
including those secured by the First and

Fourteenth Amendments.
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UNTTED & DISTRICT COURY <. DISTRICT COUK,

STRICT OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
ILED

E THE

DISTRICT OF KEW HAMP:

7 NOV29 1973

Civil Action

£.713279

Plaintiffs, Socket o

BONNER, individually and
of the University of

Re
nctivities, University of Wew Hampshire

Defendants

1. tnis is & suit for declaratory and injunctive relief breught wider the
Civil Rights Act, 42 U.£.C. sec, 1983, to determing the right of the Gay

Students Organization to continue its existence as an approved student

activity and to declare invalid the action of the Board of Trustees of the

£ New Hampshire, in pronibiting the Gay Students Organization,

hereafter Gso, from sponsoring any "social functiens” vending resolution of

Aaron Fricke v. Richard B. Lynch

This file unit consists of material related to
civil action case file number 80-214, Aaron
Fricke v. Richard B. Lynch. The subject

matter of this case file relates to redress
sought by the plaintiff, an eighteen-year-
old male high school student, who had
been denied by school officials of
attendance at a school function with a

male companion.

National Archives Identifier 29033010

Image: Gay Students Organization of the
University of New Hampshire, et al. vs.
Thomas N. Bonner, et al., Complaint,
11/28/1973. National Archives

Identifier 40945142
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@Cumberland High Schonl
MENDOH 7ORD
CUMBERLANE, RHOD ISLAND 02868

1401 767-2600
Bpril 17,

Mr. Aaron ¥ Fricke
Eatop-%

Street
c rland, 'Rhode Island 02864
Dear Aaron:

This is to confirm our conversation of Friday, April 11,
1980, during which I denied your request to attend the Senior
Reception on May 30, 1980 at the Pleasant Valley Country Club
in Sutton, Massachusetts, accompanied by a male escort.

I am denying your request for the following reasons:

1. The real and present threat of physical harm to
you, your male escort and to:oth

2. The adverse effect among your class:
students, the School and the Town of Cumberland,
which is certain to follow approval of such a
request for overt homosexual interaction (male
or female) at a class function;

, other

3. since the dance is being held out of state and
this is a function of the students of
High School, the School Department
to insure protection in Sutton, Mas
That protection would be required ¥
as well as persons and would expose all
to liability for harm which might occur;

long standing school policy that no un-

this rule, a stud
r escort before the
cket.

r objections will be raised

e Cumberland School Dep nt
which will heighten the ent

@

You can help transcribe this record to make it more searchable in our Catalog. Learn how to
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register and get started.

Karen Ulane

o

O Loe..Mmm Karen Ulane was a tra nsgender airline
‘ [ pilot who, after sex reassignment surgery,
= . .

was fired from her job at Eastern Airlines.

She sued her employer for sex
discrimination and won but the case was

25 e overturned by the U.S. Court of Appeals

for the Seventh Circuit. The case was from

Jonave carefully reviewed your recent medical history. It is my conclusion
that the employment relationship with Eastern be termitey effective upon
receipt of this letter.

- & EasTERN

April 24, 1981

HAND DELIVERED
CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

B P SR, 1 S

1981 and an early legal precedent for
R e S i S, SR transgender people. NARA has some of

“University of Chicago Hcspilal‘ an'd‘rimamed on paid sick leave until the sici th e ev| d ence su b m |tted | n the case. U la ne

On February 18, 1981 a copy of your FAA Class I Medical Certificate was d |ed In a p la ne CraSh on M ay 227

Thailed to Captain Causey. This certificate carries the notation: are.t valid for
Y Class after April 30, 981" A letter from Federal Ajr Surgeon, H. L.
Reighard, M.D., dated January 23, 1981 accompanied the Cas. | Certificate. The

fetter from Dr.” Reighard states in part, 1989. V|eW Karen Ulane’s record on SOC'al

"The AME is authorized by this letter to issue
you a first-class medical certificate bearing

Networks and Archival Context (SNAC).

qualified.

Image: Exhibit, Termination Letter #1,
4/24/1981, National Archives
Identifier 12008912
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President Barack Obama views the Gay Pride Flag with Gilbert Baker, the artist who designed the
flag, prior to a reception in recognition of LGBT Pride Month, in the Blue Room of the White House,

June 9, 2016. National Archives Identifier 176549434

United States v. Edith Windsor

In the 2013 case United States v. Windsor, the Supreme Court ruled the Defense of
Marriage Act (DOMA, passed in 1996) unconstitutional. DOMA defined marriage as the

union of one man and one woman, allowed states to refuse to recognize same-sex
marriages granted under the laws of other states, and prohibited married same-sex
couples from collecting Federal benefits.

Although it did not legalize same-sex

FILE Uil ee /] marriage, United States v. Windsor was a
(Bench Opinion) OCTOBER TERM, 2012 1 7./'
Sl : milestone in the fight for marriage

a syllabus (headnote)

will be
° o

syllabus (headnote)
this case, at the time th

art of the opinion of
prepared by Docisions for the o
Soo United States v. Detroit Timber & Lumber Co., 200 U.S. 321, 337,

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES

equality. The decision forced the Federal

Government to treat same-sex marriages

Syllabus
PR L b i equally under the law and made tax
O SEGOND GROUIT benefits previously restricted to opposite-

No. 12-307. Argued March 27, 2013—Decided June 26, 2013

The State of New York recognizes the marriage of New York residents l H l b I

Bdith Windsor and Thea Spyer, who wed in Ontario, Canada, in sex couples available to same-sex
2007. When Spyer died in 2009, she left her entire estate to Windsor.
Windsor sought to claim the federal estate tax exemption for surviv-
ing spouses, but was barred from doing so by §3 of the federal De-
fense of Marriage Act (DOMA), which amended the Dictionary Act—a

law providing rules of construction for over 1,000 federal laws and
the whole realm of federal regulations—to define “marriage’ and
“spouse” as excluding same-sex partners. Windsor paid $363,053 in
estate taxes and sought a refund, which the Internal Revenue Service
denied. Windsor brought this refund suit, contending that DOMA vi-
olates the principles of equal protection incorporated in the Fifth
Amendment. While the suit was pending, the Attorney General noti-
fied the Speaker of the House of Representatives that the Depart-
ment of Justice would no longer defend §3's constitutionality. In re-
sponse, the Bipartisan Legal Advisory Group (BLAG) of the House of
Representatives voted to intervene in the litigation to defend §3's
constitutionality. The District Court permitted the intervention. On

couples. However, this ruling only
extended to Federal laws; individual
states did not have to recognize same-sex

marriages.

the merits, the court ruled against the United States, finding §3 un-
constitutional and ordering the Treasury to refund Windsor's tax
with interest. The Second Circuit affirmed. The United States has
not complied with the judgment.

Held:

1. This Court has jurisdiction to consider the merits of the case.
This case clearly presented a concrete disagreement between oppos-
ing parties that was suitable for judicial resolution in the District
Court, but the Executive’s decision not to defend §3's constitutionali-

National Archives Identifier 29308667

Obergefell v. Hodges

Obergefell v. Hodges is a landmark civil rights case in which the Supreme Court ruled that
the fundamental right to marry is guaranteed to same-sex couples and that all states must
recognize marriages in other states regardless of sexual orientation. Learn more on the

Pieces of History blog, Milestones on the Road to Marriage Equality.



https://catalog.archives.gov/id/176549434?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pride-june2021
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/29308667?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pride-june2021
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/29308667?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pride-june2021
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/29308667?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pride-june2021
https://prologue.blogs.archives.gov/2019/06/26/milestones-on-the-road-to-marriage-equality/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pride-june2021

Listen to the audio recordings of the Supreme Court argument and opinion in the National

Archives Catalog:

e Argument: Obergefell v. Hodges [14-556] Question 2, 4/28/2015. National Archives
Identifier 183518302

e Opinion: Obergefell v. Hodges [14-556], 6/26/2015. National Archives
Identifier 183518316

The White House is lit with the colors of the rainbow in celebration of the Supreme Court ruling on
same-sex marriage, 6/26/2015. National Archives Identifier 118817917

Visit National Archives News to browse additional LGBT+ records, holdings, and resources

including:

Pieces of History: Pride in Protesting: 50th Anniversary of the Stonewall Uprising

e Discovering LGBTQ History: Marriage in Minnesota, 1970

The Wedding Heard 'Round the World: America’s First Gay Marriage

Amending America: LGBTQ Human and Civil Rights

Pieces of History: American Pride for Astronaut Sally Ride
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People gather on Pennsylvania Avenue holding balloons that spell out "Love Wins" as the White
House is lit with the colors of the rainbow in celebration of the Supreme Court ruling on same-sex

marriage, 6/26/2015. National Archives Identifier 138925688

Start your research on History Hub
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Have a question? Find your answer on History Hub!

For those looking to conduct research or learn more about Civil Rights, Court Records, and
LGBTQ-related records, we encourage you to browse recent posts and questions on History

Hub, including:

Seeking reasons employees were fired during the
"Lavender Scare”

On what grounds was Frank Kameny's appeal to the
Supreme Court denied?
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e Civil Rights Blog: LGBTQIA+ Equal Protection Records in Federal Courts

e Court Records Community

e Looking for sources on the 1969 Stonewall event

History Hub is our support community for researchers, genealogists, history enthusiasts,
and citizen archivists. Ask questions, share information, work together, and find help
based on experience and interests. Researchers can ask—or answer—questions on History
Hub, or search to see if a question has been asked before.
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H History Hub at History.gov

Citizen Archivists, there's a group just for you! You can share tips and strategies, find new

challenges, and get support for your work. Get started with our poll: What kinds of records

do you like to transcribe?

COVID-19 Update

The National Archives is committed to the health and safety of our visitors and staff. We are
closely monitoring the situation regarding COVID-19, and we are working with public
health officials and our counterpart agencies to monitor and respond to the evolving

conditions and following CDC guidelines.

For more information, visit https://www.archives.gov/coronavirus
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Questions or comments? Email us at catalog@nara.gov.
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